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INTRODUCTION

• The cognition of bullying victims’ culpability

This cognition is a factor hindering the resolution
of bullying.

• Dark Triad (Paulhus & Williams, 2002)

It consists of the following three elements, which
are typical antisocial personalities.

1. Machiavellianism
Personality to exploit others (Christie & Geis, 1970).

2. psychopathy
Personality consisting of callous and lack of
empathy (Hare et al., 1990).

3. narcissism
Personality to seek praise and fame and to be
aggressive toward others (Raskin & Hall, 1979).

These are assumed to be related to the cognition of
bullying victims culpability.

METHODS
Participants

Scales
• The experience of being bullied and

bullying
Recalling past experiences, the respondents were
asked to answer whether they had any experience
or not.

•DTDD-J (Dark Triad Dirty Dozen; Tamura et al., 2015)

Sub-scales
1. Machiavellianism 2. psychopathy 3. narcissism

•The responsibility ratio of the bullying
victims (Koyama & Fukui, 2014)

Measured from 0 to 100（%）.

• The nonconscious cognition of culpability
of bullying victims

The D-score (Greenwald et al., 2003) was calculated.
The Implicit Association Test (Hori et al., 2020a, b) was
carried out.

Procedure
An online survey was conducted using a crowd-

sourcing service to those who consented.

RESULTS
Multiple regression analyses

CONCLUSION

To examine the effects of the Dark Triad
on the conscious and nonconscious aspects of

cognition of bullying victims’ culpability.

Purpose

298 adults from the general population 
(150 males ; mean age 40.60 , SD = 9.59)

bullying victims are 
also responsible for 

being bullied.
1. The main effect of Machiavellianism
2. The first-order interaction experience

of bullying× narcissism

The conscious aspect
of cognition of bullying victims

Figure 1 The interaction on the conscious aspect of 
the cognition of culpability of bullying victims

(Takekawa, 2002)
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1. The main effect of narcissism
2. The second-order interaction experi-

ence of bullying × the experience of
being bullied × Machiavellianism

The nonconscious aspect
of cognition of bullying victims

The negative effect of narcissism was
significant in the group with experie-
nce of bullying only.
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The positive effect of Machiavellianism was
significant in the group without experience of
either bullying or being bullied.

The negative effect was significant in the group
with experience of bullying but not the
experience of being bullied.

Figure 2 The interaction on the nonconscious aspect of 
the cognition of culpability of bullying victims

The effect of the Dark Triad on the cognition of bullying victims’ culpability differed in
conscious and nonconscious aspects of that cognition.


